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Unit of Study 

Essential 

Questions 
(Purpose of Unit of 

Study) 

Key Learning Objectives (CCSS)/(NJSLS) Assessment 
(How the student will demonstrate knowledge) 

 

Suggested Length of Study and Dates 

 

How does an 

author create 

realistic, 

compelling 

narrators and 

speakers? 

 

How do authors 

subtly 

communicate 

their intended 

dominant 

impression? 

 

How do literary 

devices affect 

tone and mood 

in a piece of 

literature? 

 

What impact do 

word choice, 

sentence 

structure, and 

sound devices 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text 

says explicitly and to make logical inferences and 

relevant connections from it; cite specific textual 

evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text 

NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a 

text and analyze their development; summarize the key 

supporting details and ideas. 

NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, 

and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are 

used in a text, including determining technical, 

connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how 

specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including 

how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions 

of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) 

relate to each other and the whole. 

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose 

shapes the content and style of a text. 

NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more 

texts address similar themes or topics in order to build 

knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors 

take. 

● Group discussion 

● Think, Pair, Share 

● Subjective Comprehension Questions 

● Open-ended Writing Tasks, requiring 

textual evidence 

● Objective Assessments: multiple choice, 

matching, True/False 
● Response Journals 

● Oral Presentations 

● Research Paper 

● Creative Writing: speeches, personal 

narratives, poetry, scripts 

 

 

 

One marking period 
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have on a piece’s 

effectiveness? 

 

What writing 

techniques do 

authors use to 

elaborate and 

effectively 

communicate 

their messages? 

 

How is an 

author’s own 

experiences 

influential in 

his/her writing? 

 

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary 

and informational texts independently and proficiently 

with scaffolding as needed. 

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to 

examine and convey complex ideas and information 

clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of content. 

NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or 

imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured 

event sequences. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in 

which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new approach. 

NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to 

produce and publish writing and to interact and 

collaborate with others. 

NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained 

research projects, utilizing an inquiry-based research 

process, based on focused questions, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation. 

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from 

multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility 

and accuracy of each source, and integrate the 

information while avoiding plagiarism. 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or 

informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
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research. 

NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over extended time 

frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for 

a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in 

a range of conversations and collaborations with 

diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

NJSLSA.SL4. Present information, findings, and 

supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the 

line of reasoning and the organization, development, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience. 

NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital media and 

visual displays of data to express information and 

enhance understanding of presentations. 

NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and 

communicative tasks, demonstrating command of 

formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions 

of standard English grammar and usage when writing 

or speaking. 

NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions 

of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

NJSLSA.L3. Apply knowledge of language to 

understand how language functions in different 

contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, 

and to comprehend more fully when reading or 

listening.   
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NJSLSA.L4. Determine or clarify the meaning of 

unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by 

using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, 

and consulting general and specialized reference 

materials, as appropriate. 

NJSLSA.L5. Demonstrate understanding of word 

relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of 

general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening at the college and career readiness level; 

demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 

knowledge when encountering an unknown term 

important to comprehension or expression. 
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Stage 1 Desired Results 

ESTABLISHED 

GOALS 

RL.8.1-7, 10 

 

W.8 2-10 

 

SL.8.1, 4, 5, 6 

               

L.8.1-6 

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to…                                          

● Recognize and identify indirect characterization of first person narrators and speakers 

● Infer the author’s intended dominant impression  

● Distinguish between tone and mood 

● Trace theme development through various literary techniques employed by an author 

● Demonstrate the impact of one’s experiences on his creations 

Meaning 

UNDERSTANDINGS                                              

  

Students will understand that… 

● Voice is developed throughout a piece 

● The voice created is directly linked to the 

dominant impression an author seeks to 

develop 

● Tone belongs to the writer, whereas mood 

impacts the reader 

● Word choice is purposeful and intentional, 

not accidental 

● Varying sentence structure, using 

paragraphing and punctuation creatively, 

and employing sound devices help writers 

achieve their goals 

● Literary art is an expression of self and 

embodies the spirit of the writer 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

How does an author create realistic, compelling narrators and speakers? 

 

How do authors subtly communicate their intended dominant impression? 

 

How do literary devices affect tone and mood in a piece of literature? 

 

What impact do word choice, sentence structure, and sound devices have on a 

piece’s effectiveness? 

 

What writing techniques do authors use to elaborate and effectively 

communicate their messages? 

 

How is an author’s own experiences influential in his/her writing? 
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Acquisition 

Students will know…                                            

● The difference between narrators and 

speakers 

The difference between a dominant 

impression vs. a theme or thesis 

● The difference between tone and mood 

and how they are developed  

● The difference between connotation 

vs. denotation 

● Which literary techniques authors 

employ to give authenticity to both 

narrators/speakers and their conflicts 

Students will be skilled at…    

● Recreating a narrator’s and speaker’s experience   
● Identifying sensory detail, figurative language, and colloquial language and 

explaining their impact on the development of voice 
● Using sensory detail and  figurative language to communicate a message 
● Choosing precise words, varied syntax, and rhythm to develop tone and 

mood 
● Using literary techniques like dialect, allusion, and humor purposefully 
● Recognizing an author’s message and supporting it with textual evidence 
● Storytelling to communicate a message 

            
 

  



 

 
Hanover Township Public Schools 

Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade:  8  

Distinguishing and Developing Voice    

Stage 2 - Evidence 

Evaluative 

Criteria 

Assessment Evidence (progress indicators) 

Formative 

Assessments 

PERFORMANCE TASK(S):                                                                                                              

● Group discussion 

● Think, Pair, Share 
● Subjective Comprehension Questions 

● Open-ended Writing Tasks, requiring textual evidence 
● Extending Narratives Stylistically 

● Narrative Writing 

● Peer Evaluation 

● Response Journals 

Summative 

Assessments 

OTHER EVIDENCE: 

● Open-ended Writing Tasks, requiring textual evidence 

● Objective Assessments: multiple choice, matching, True/False 

● Oral Presentations 

● Research Paper 

● Creative Writing: speeches, personal narratives, poetry, scripts 
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Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction 
Literary Resources 

                                The Outsiders (novel and movie) 

A Year Down Yonder 

Independent Reading 

Poetry Selections Predominantly from Prentice Hall: Literature Silver 
● “A Boy Named Sue” 

● “Barbara Frietchie” 

● “Paul Revere’s Ride” 

● “Lyric 17” 

● “O Captain, My Captain” 

● “Silver” 

● “Forgotten Language” 

● “Four Little Foxes” 

● “Blow, Blow Thou Winter Wind” 

● “miss rosie” 

● “Size and Sheer Will” 

● Haiku by Basho and Moritake 

● “January” 

● “The City is So Big” 

● “Concrete Mixers” 

● “Harlem Night Song” 

● “400 Meter Free Style” 

● “Letter Slot” 

● “Identity” 

● “The Road Not Taken” 

                                Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul 

● “How Much Does It Cost” 

● “An A for Mrs. B” 

● “The Right Thing” 

● “The Power of a Smile” 

● “Image Isn’t Everything” 

● “A Cry for Help” 
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The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 

support student achievement for the unit. 

Interdisciplinary 

Connections: 

● Development of historical cultural context in novels (early and mid 1900s) 

● Poems recapturing historical events 

Integration of Technology: ● Use of appropriate IXL and Newsela assignments on literary standards and related topics 

● Use of wpponline.com writing program for drafting and revising 

● Use of Google Classroom for online discussion boards and shared Slides responses 

● Use of Google Docs for drafting and revising 

Integrated accommodations 

and modifications for special 

education students, English 

language learners, students at 

risk of school failure, gifted 

and talented students, and 

students with 504 plans; 

  

Students with IEPs, 504s, and/or Students at Risk of Failure: 

   Teacher-led guided reading groups 

   Oral and written instructions, with opportunities for restatement and monitoring of progress 

   Use of audiobooks 

   Use of low-level/high-interest books  

   Use of texts with visuals (ie, graphic novels) 

   Individual conferences with students regarding reading and writing progress and needs 

Gifted & Talented Students: 

   Assignment of higher Lexile levels on Newsela 

   Selection of more challenging independent texts 

● More Challenging Writing Tasks completed with more independence 

● Use of extension activities and texts  

       ELL Students 

● Translations of texts and assignment sheets as appropriate 

● Use of texts with visuals (ie graphic novels) 

● Teacher-led guided reading groups 

● Individual conferences with students regarding reading progress and needs 
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● Option of answering questions in first language, in bullet points, etc. as writing skills 

are developed 

Formative, summative, 

benchmark and alternative 

assessments 

  

● Assessment format adjusted (ie, chunking of sections, less questions or options) 

● Oral presentations reviewed and practiced with teacher 

● Alternative questions assigned, to scaffold comprehension and aid higher-order thinking and 

analysis 

● Classwide brainstorming, organizing and gathering of relevant details 

● In-class drafting with conferencing throughout the writing process 
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NJSLS – Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills 

Integration of Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills.  Evidence must include explicit citations of Standards 9.1 Personal Finance, 9.2 Career 

Awareness, Exploration, Preparation and Training, and 9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills.  The citations for each unit must include links to the standards for 

NJSLS CLKS (Career, Life, Key Skills).        

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf

 
NJSLS – Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills  (21

st
 Century Themes and Skills) 

Personal Finance Literacy 9.1 

Standard 9.1 Personal Financial Literacy: This 

standard outlines the important fiscal knowledge, 

habits, and skills that must be mastered in order for 

students to make informed decisions about 

personal finance. Financial literacy is an integral 

component of a student's college and career 

readiness, enabling students to achieve fulfilling, 

financially-secure, and successful careers 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2

020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

PAGES 22-20 

Career Awareness Exploration 

Preparedness and Training  9.2 

Career Awareness, Exploration, Preparation and 

Training. This standard outlines the importance of 
being knowledgeable about one's interests and 

talents, and being well informed about 

postsecondary and career options, career planning, 

and career requirements 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2

020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

PAGES 37-40 

Life Literacies and Key Skills  9.4 

Life Literacies and Key Skills. This standard 

outline key literacies and technical skills such as 

critical thinking, global and cultural awareness, 

and technology literacy* that are critical for 

students to develop to live and work in an 

interconnected global economy 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2

020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

PAGES 43-52 

  

Memoir Unit 

Reading and analysis of sample memoirs; reflection on 

personal events to write a memoir 

 

9.1.8.CR.1: Compare and contrast the role of philanthropy, 

volunteer service, and charities in community development 

and the quality of life in a variety of cultures. 

9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through 

strengths, passions, goals, and other personal factors.  

9.1.8.FP.1: Describe the impact of personal values on 

various financial scenarios.  

 9.1.8.FP.2: Evaluate the role of emotions, attitudes, and 

behavior (rational and irrational) in making financial 

decisions.  

9.1.8.FP.3: Explain how self-regulation is important to 

managing money (e.g., delayed gratification, impulse 

The Outsiders 

Discussion of the characters’ school performance, academic 

goals, and the economic realities and impacts 

 

9.2.8.CAP.3: Explain how career choices, educational 

choices, skills, economic conditions, and personal behavior 

affect income.  

9.2.8.CAP.19: Relate academic achievement, as represented 

by high school diplomas, college degrees, and industry 

credentials, to employability and to potential level  

• 9.4.8.GCA.1: Model how to navigate cultural differences 

with sensitivity and respect (e.g., 1.5.8.C1a). • (The 

Outsiders and memoir unit) 

9.4.8.GCA.2: Demonstrate openness to diverse ideas and 

perspectives through active discussions to achieve a group 

goal (Socs vs greasers- The Outsiders) 

• 9.4.8.IML.3: Create a digital visualization that effectively 

communicates a data set using formatting techniques such 

as form, position, size, color, movement, and spatial 

grouping (e.g., 6.SP.B.4, 7.SP.B.8b). (Motivation for 

Fighting Graphing Activity- Outsiders) 

• 9.4.8.IML.9: Distinguish between ethical and unethical 

uses of information and media (e.g., 1.5.8.CR3b, 8.2.8.EC.2). 

(Appropriate research and citation techniques- poetry 

research paper) 

9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant tools to produce, publish, and 

deliver information supported with evidence for an 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
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buying, peer pressure, etc.).  

9.1.8.PB.2: Explain how different circumstances can affect 

one’s personal budget. (The Outsider- discussion of the 

characters’ circumstances-  and memoir unit) 

9.1.8.PB.5: Identify factors that affect one’s goals, including 

peers, culture, location, and past experiences.  

 

authentic audience. • (poetry presentation)                   

9.4.8.IML.13: Identify the impact of the creator on the  

content, production, and delivery of information  (e.g., 

8.2.8.ED.1) (poetry paper) 

• 9.4.8.TL.3: Select appropriate tools to organize and 

present information digitally. (poetry presentation) 
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                                                                          Historical Influences: Fiction and Nonfiction 

Unit of Study 

Essential 

Questions 
(Purpose of Unit of 

Study) 

Key Learning Objectives (CCSS)/(NJSLS) Assessment 
(How the student will demonstrate knowledge) 

 

Suggested Length of Study and Dates 

How do authors 

immerse readers 

in historical 

settings? 

 

How do primary 

sources, 

secondary 

sources, and 

historical fiction 

representations 

of events differ? 

 

What effects 

does the use of 

multimedia have 

on the 

presentation of 

historical 

events? 

 

How can a 

student 

researcher 

gather, organize, 

and present 

facts in a 

coherent 

manner? 

 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text 

says explicitly and to make logical inferences and 

relevant connections from it; cite specific textual 

evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a 

text and analyze their development; summarize the key 

supporting details and ideas. 

NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, 

and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including 

how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions 

of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) 

relate to each other and the whole. 

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose 

shapes the content and style of a text. 

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented 

in diverse media and formats, including visually and 

quantitatively, as well as in words. 

NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and 

specific claims in a text, including the validity of the 

reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the 

evidence. 

 

● Group discussion 

● Think, Pair, Share 
● Visual representations of novel events 

● Subjective Comprehension Questions 

● Open-ended Writing Tasks, requiring 

textual evidence 

● Objective Assessments: multiple choice, 

matching, True/False 

● Response Journals 

● Oral Presentations 

● Multimedia presentations of research 

● Persuasive Essays 

● Creative Writing: speeches, narratives, 
diaries, scripts 

 

 

 

One marking period 
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NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more 

texts address similar themes or topics in order to build 

knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors 

take. 

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary 

and informational texts independently and proficiently 

with scaffolding as needed. 

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an 

analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 

reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to 

examine and convey complex ideas and information 

clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of content. 

NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or 

imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured 

event sequences. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in 

which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new approach. 

NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to 

produce and publish writing and to interact and 

collaborate with others. 

NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained 

research projects, utilizing an inquiry-based research 

process, based on focused questions, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation.  
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NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from 

multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility 

and accuracy of each source, and integrate the 

information while avoiding plagiarism. 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or 

informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over extended time 

frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for 

a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in 

a range of conversations and collaborations with 

diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information 

presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually, quantitatively, and orally.  

NJSLSA.SL4. Present information, findings, and 

supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the 

line of reasoning and the organization, development, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience. 

NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital media and 

visual displays of data to express information and 

enhance understanding of presentations. 

NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and 

communicative tasks, demonstrating command of 

formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions 

of standard English grammar and usage when writing 
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or speaking. 

NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions 

of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

NJSLSA.L4. Determine or clarify the meaning of 

unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by 

using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, 

and consulting general and specialized reference 

materials, as appropriate. 

NJSLSA.L5. Demonstrate understanding of word 

relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of 

general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening at the college and career readiness level; 

demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 

knowledge when encountering an unknown term 

important to comprehension or expression. 
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Stage 1 Desired Results 

ESTABLISHED 

GOALS 

 

 RL.8.1-6, 9, 10 

 

RI.8.1-5, 8-10 

 

W.8.1-10 

 

SL.8.1, 4, 6 

 

L.8.1-6 

 

 

              

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to…                                          

● Gather information from various sources and synthesize it for an audience 

● Distinguish between nonfiction and historical fiction pieces and how they differ stylistically 

● Describe life during an historical event 

● Write persuasively, supporting a position by citing evidence 

● Demonstrate that factual information can be researched, but personal experiences of an event can differ 

Meaning 

UNDERSTANDINGS                                              

  

Students will understand that… 

● Authors utilize a wide range of geographic, 

cultural, and linguistic details to develop a 

historical setting 

● Primary sources, secondary sources, and 

historical fiction each have their own 

benefits and limitations in presenting a 

historical event 

● Research sources should be vetted for 

credibility 

● Information can be gathered from and 

presented using visuals and multimedia 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 

How do authors immerse readers in historical settings? 

 

How do primary sources, secondary sources, and historical fiction 

representations of events differ? 

 

What effects does the use of multimedia have on the presentation of historical 

events? 

 

How can a student researcher gather, organize, and present facts in a 

coherent manner? 
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Acquisition 

Students will know…                                            

● That authors must conduct in-depth 

research in order to write a nonfiction or 

fiction historical piece 

● How to conduct research using a 

variety of reliable sources 

● The differences between primary 

sources, secondary sources, and 

historical fiction 

● That historical events have connections 

to the present and relevance in our 

modern lives 

Students will be skilled at…                 

● Gleaning facts from historical fiction pieces 

● Distinguishing between primary and secondary sources 

● Using multimedia to gather and present information 

● Making connections between past and present events 

● Writing informatively and creatively using information from 

reading and research 

● Comparing and contrasting differing accounts of an 

historical event, recognizing biases of authors and narrators 

Stage 2 - Evidence 

Evaluative 

Criteria 

Assessment Evidence (progress indicators) 

Formative 

Assessments 

PERFORMANCE TASK(S):                                                                                                              

● Group discussion 

● Think, Pair, Share 

● Visual representations of novel events 

● Subjective Comprehension Questions 

● Open-ended Writing Tasks, requiring textual evidence 
● Narrative Writing 

● Peer Evaluation 

● Response Journals 

Summative 

Assessments 

OTHER EVIDENCE: 

● Open-ended Writing Tasks, requiring textual evidence 

● Objective Assessments: multiple choice, matching, True/False 

● Oral Presentations 

● Multimedia presentations of research 
● Persuasive Essays 

● Creative Writing: speeches, narratives, diaries, scripts 
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Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction 
Literary Resources 

Chasing Lincoln’s Killer 

Killing Lincoln (film) 

Night 

Bull Run 

After the Dancing Days 

“We Run Like Mouses to Hide” (Los Angeles Times) 

“How a World War II Era Forger Saved Lives One Fake Document at a Time” (CBS News) 

“The Life and Work of Wiesel” (PBS) 

“Auschwitz” (Britannica) 

A Night to Remember (excerpts and film) 

“The Open Window” (short story and play) 

“The Boys Who Fought the Nazis” (Scope) 

Life in a Covered Wagon 

 

Technology Featured 

➢ ERB Writing Program 

➢ Google Docs and Slides 

➢ IXL 

➢ Newsela 

➢ Online research databases  

➢ Abraham Lincoln’s Crossroads (online game) 

➢ Readworks selections 

➢ Holocaust Survivors Remembrance Project website 

➢ Fords Theater Virtual Tour website 
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The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 

support student achievement for the unit. 

Interdisciplinary 

Connections: 

● Titanic Facts and Figures (math) 

● Oregon Trail project (completed in LA and social studies) 

● Holocaust research and reading  (social studies) 

● Civil War research and reading  (social studies) 

● World War 1 reading (social studies) 

● Titanic research (social studies) 

Integration of Technology: ● Use of appropriate IXL and Newsela assignments on literary standards and related topics 

● Use of wpponline.com writing program for drafting and revising 

● Use of Google Classroom for online discussion boards and shared Slides responses 

● Use of Google Docs for drafting and revising 

● Use of internet research resources 

● Use of Easybib for works cited pages 

Integrated accommodations 

and modifications for special 

education students, English 

language learners, students at 

risk of school failure, gifted 

and talented students, and 

students with 504 plans; 

  

Students with IEPs, 504s, and/or Students at Risk of Failure: 

   Teacher-led guided reading groups 

   Oral and written instructions, with opportunities for restatement and monitoring of progress 

   Use of audiobooks 

   Use of low-level/high-interest books  

   Use of texts with visuals (ie, graphic novels) 

   Individual conferences with students regarding reading and writing progress and needs 

    Use of differentiated levels and SmartScore goals on IXL 

Gifted & Talented Students: 

   Assignment of higher Lexile levels on Newsela 

   Selection of more challenging independent texts 

  More Challenging Writing Tasks completed with more independence 

   Use of extension activities and texts (ie, The President Has Been Shot, They Called Themselves the 

KKK) 
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    Use of differentiated levels and SmartScore goals on IXL 

English Language Learners:  

● Translations of texts and assignment sheets as appropriate 

● Use of texts with visuals (ie graphic novels) 

● Teacher-led guided reading groups and audio books 

● Individual conferences with students regarding reading progress and needs 

● Option of answering questions in first language, in bullet points, etc. as writing skills 

are developed 

●     Use of differentiated levels and SmartScore goals on IXL 

Formative, summative, 

benchmark and alternative 

assessments 

  

● Assessment format adjusted (ie, chunking of sections, less questions or options) 

● Oral presentations reviewed and practiced with teacher 

● Alternative questions assigned, to scaffold comprehension and aid higher-order thinking and 

analysis 

● Classwide brainstorming, organizing and gathering of relevant textual evidence 

● In-class drafting with conferencing throughout the writing process 
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NJSLS – Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills 

Integration of Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills.  Evidence must include explicit citations of Standards 9.1 Personal Finance, 9.2 Career 

Awareness, Exploration, Preparation and Training, and 9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills.  The citations for each unit must include links to the standards for 

NJSLS CLKS (Career, Life, Key Skills).        

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf

 
NJSLS – Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills  (21

st
 Century Themes and Skills) 

Personal Finance Literacy 9.1 

Standard 9.1 Personal Financial Literacy: This 

standard outlines the important fiscal knowledge, 

habits, and skills that must be mastered in order for 
students to make informed decisions about 

personal finance. Financial literacy is an integral 

component of a student's college and career 

readiness, enabling students to achieve fulfilling, 

financially-secure, and successful careers 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2

020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

PAGES 22-20 

Career Awareness Exploration 

Preparedness and Training  9.2 

Career Awareness, Exploration, Preparation and 

Training. This standard outlines the importance of 

being knowledgeable about one's interests and 

talents, and being well informed about 

postsecondary and career options, career planning, 

and career requirements 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2

020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

PAGES 37-40 

Life Literacies and Key Skills  9.4 

Life Literacies and Key Skills. This standard 

outline key literacies and technical skills such as 

critical thinking, global and cultural awareness, 
and technology literacy* that are critical for 

students to develop to live and work in an 

interconnected global economy 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2

020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

PAGES 43-52 

  

Night- aiding others with what you have 

9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through 

strengths, passions, goals, and other personal factors. 

“How a World War II Era Forger” 

9.1.8.CR.4: Examine the implications of legal and ethical 

behaviors when making financial decisions. 

9.1.8.FP.2: Evaluate the role of emotions, attitudes, and 

behavior (rational and irrational) in making financial 

decisions. 

After the Dancing Days - the protagonist’s volunteerism 

9.1.8.CR.1: Compare and contrast the role of philanthropy, 

volunteer service, and charities in community development 

and the quality of life in a variety of cultures. 

9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through 

strengths, passions, goals, and other personal factors. 

• 9.1.8.PB.5: Identify factors that affect one’s goals, 

including peers, culture, location, and past experiences. 

Oregon Trail and Titanic units- decisions to move, 

livelihood choices, and their impacts (westward expansion, 

first vs third class, etc.) 

9.2.8.CAP.3: Explain how career choices, educational 

choices, skills, economic conditions, and personal behavior 

affect income. 

Chasing Lincoln’s Killer and Night- causes of the Civil War, 

reconstruction, Holocaust causes and background 

9.4.8.CT.3: Compare past problem-solving solutions to 

local, national, or global issues and analyze the factors that 

led to a positive or negative outcome. 

9.4.8.IML.3: Create a digital visualization that effectively 

communicates a data set using 

formatting techniques such as form, position, size, color, 

movement, and spatial grouping 

• 9.4.8.IML.13: Identify the impact of the creator on the 

content, production, and delivery of information (e.g., 

8.2.8.ED.1).  

• 9.4.8.IML.14: Analyze the role of media in delivering 

cultural, political, and other societal messages. 

• 9.4.8.IML.2: Identify specific examples of distortion, 

exaggeration, or misrepresentation of information.  

 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
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Titanic and Oregon Trail units- research, collaboration to 

create a script 

• 9.4.8.DC.1: Analyze the resource citations in online 

materials for proper use. 

• 9.4.8.DC.2: Provide appropriate citation and attribution 

elements when creating media products 

9.4.8.DC.7: Collaborate within a digital community to 

create a digital artifact using strategies such as 

crowdsourcing or digital surveys.  

• 9.4.8.GCA.2: Demonstrate openness to diverse ideas and 

perspectives through active discussions to achieve a group 

goal. 

9.4.8.IML.1: Critically curate multiple resources to assess 

the credibility of sources when searching for information.  

9.4.8.IML.7: Use information from a variety of sources, 

contexts, disciplines, and cultures for a specific purpose  

• 9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant tools to produce, publish, and 

deliver information supported with evidence for an 

authentic audience.  

9.4.8.TL.5: Compare the process and effectiveness of 

synchronous collaboration and asynchronous collaboration.  
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                                                                                 Literary Appreciation and Analysis 

Unit of Study 

Essential 

Questions 
(Purpose of Unit of 

Study) 

Key Learning Objectives (CCSS)/(NJSLS) Assessment 
(How the student will demonstrate knowledge) 

 

Suggested Length of Study and Dates 

How do authors 

use symbols, 

allusions, and 

metaphor to 

communicate 

and develop 

theme? 

 

How do authors 

use sequencing 

including 

foreshadowing 

and flashback to 

create suspense 

and successfully 

guide young 

readers to 

appreciate 

author intent? 

 

How and why do 

author’s 

highlight and 

manipulate 

societal 

stereotypes with    

archetypal 

characters in 

literature? 

 

What effects do 

an author’s 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text 

says explicitly and to make logical inferences and 

relevant connections from it; cite specific textual 

evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text 

NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, 

and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including 

how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions 

of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) 

relate to each other and the whole. 

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose 

shapes the content and style of a text. 

NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more 

texts address similar themes or topics in order to build 

knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors 

take. 

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary 

and informational texts independently and proficiently 

with scaffolding as needed. 

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to 

examine and convey complex ideas and information 

clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of content. 

NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or 

imagined experiences or events using effective 

● Group discussion 

● Think, Pair, Share 

● Diagramming plots 

● Sequencing activities 

● Subjective Comprehension Questions 

● Open-ended Writing Tasks, requiring 

textual evidence 

● Objective Assessments: multiple choice, 

matching, True/False 

● Response Journals 

● Oral Presentations 
● Analytical Essays 

● Creative Writing: resumes, speeches, 

narratives 

 

 

 

All throughout the year 
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choice of 

narrative 

perspective have 

on the story and 

reader’s 

evolving 

understanding?  

 

How do authors  

develop a 

literary reality 

so readers may 

appreciate 

imaginative 

setting and plot 

developments? 

 

 

 

technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured 

event sequences. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in 

which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new approach. 

NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to 

produce and publish writing and to interact and 

collaborate with others. 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or 

informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over extended time 

frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for 

a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in 

a range of conversations and collaborations with 

diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

NJSLSA.SL4. Present information, findings, and 

supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the 

line of reasoning and the organization, development, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience. 

NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and 

communicative tasks, demonstrating command of 

formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions 

of standard English grammar and usage when writing 
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or speaking. 

NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions 

of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

NJSLSA.L4. Determine or clarify the meaning of 

unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by 

using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, 

and consulting general and specialized reference 

materials, as appropriate. 

NJSLSA.L5. Demonstrate understanding of word 

relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of 

general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening at the college and career readiness level; 

demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 

knowledge when encountering an unknown term 

important to comprehension or expression. 
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Stage 1 Desired Results 

ESTABLISHED 

GOALS 

 

 RL.8.1-7, 9, 10 

 

RI.8.1-2 

 

W.8.1-6, 9, 10 

 

SL.8.1, 4, 6 

 

L.8.1-6 

 

 

              

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to…                                          

● Present their understandings, opinions, and predictions using textual evidence 

● Organize plot events chronologically despite frequent use of flashback 

● Determine and recognize narrative perspective and the associated limitations  

● Analyze characters and how authors develop them directly and indirectly 

● Appreciate authors’ creation and imaginative development of unique settings and its effect on plot development 

Meaning 

UNDERSTANDINGS                                              

  

Students will understand that… 

● Authors intentionally use symbols, allusions 

metaphors, and irony to stress important 

motifs 

● Authors use foreshadowing and flashback 

to reveal information, streamline the plot, 

and create suspense 

● Authors create relatable characters so 

readers can draw parallels, understand 

motives, and make predictions. 

● A narrative point of view affects the 

storytelling 

● Readers must set aside plausibility to 

accept the reality of the story 

 

 

 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

How do authors use symbols, allusions, metaphors, and irony to communicate and 

develop themes? 
 

How do authors manipulate sequencing including foreshadowing and flashback to 

create suspense and successfully guide young readers to appreciate author intent? 
 

How and why do author’s highlight and manipulate societal stereotypes with    

archetypal characters in literature? 

 
What effects do an author’s choice of narrative perspective have on the story and 

reader’s evolving understanding?  

 
How do authors  develop a literary reality so readers may appreciate imaginative 

setting and plot developments? 
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Acquisition 

Students will know…                                            

● Common symbols, the difference 

between and purpose of allusion, 

metaphor and different kinds of  irony 

and their effects on the reader, plot, 

setting, atmosphere and theme 

● Common techniques writers may use to 

foreshadow and flashback 

● The difference between direct vs. 

indirect characterization 

● Common narrative perspectives and 

their impact and limitations   

● How writers develop a setting and 

atmosphere appropriate for the 

plotline’s theme 

Students will be skilled at…                 

● Recognizing symbols, allusions, metaphor, and distinguishing between 

dramatic irony, situational irony, vs. verbal irony 

● Explaining the significance of symbols, allusions, metaphor, and irony in 

communicating theme 

● Utilizing symbols, allusions, metaphor, and irony purposefully 

● Deducing the intent of flashback as well as infusing purposeful flashback in a 

story 

● Identifying how multiple subtle story details and developments suggest future 

events as well as develop their own foreshadowing in stories 

● Inferring author’s intent with characterization and using both direct and indirect 

characterization in their own stories 

● Choosing and maintaining an appropriate narrative perspective for an original 

mystery short story 

● Creating and maintaining a setting and atmosphere throughout a story that is 

relevant to and contributes to the plot 
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Stage 2 - Evidence 

Evaluative 

Criteria 

Assessment Evidence (progress indicators) 

Formative 

Assessments 

PERFORMANCE TASK(S):                                                                                                              

● Group discussion 

● Think, Pair, Share 

● Diagramming plots 

● Sequencing activities (cut and paste, sorting) 

● Subjective Comprehension Questions 

● Open-ended Writing Tasks, requiring textual evidence 
● Extending Narratives Stylistically 
● Narrative Writing 

● Peer Evaluation 

● Response Journals 

Summative 

Assessments 

OTHER EVIDENCE: 

● Open-ended Writing Tasks, requiring textual evidence 

● Objective Assessments: multiple choice, matching, True/False 

● Oral Presentations 

● Analytical Essays 

● Creative Writing: resumes, speeches, narratives 
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Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction 

Literary Resources 

○ The Giver, novel and film 

○ When You Reach Me 

○ Pre-approved Independent Novels 

○ “Harrison Bergeron” 

○ “The Message” 

○ “Raymond’s Run” 

○ “My First Alien Sighting” 

○ Newspaper Article “Memory Pill” 

○ “Flowers for Algernon” 

○ “The Day I Got Lost” 

○ “The Smallest Dragonboy” 

○ “Six Rows of Pompons” 

○ “The Tell Tale Heart” 

○ “Rain, Rain, Go Away” 

○ “The Adventure of the Speckled Band” 

○ “The Red Headed League” - film 

○ “Thank You, Ma’am” 

○ “A Retrieved Reformation” 

○ “The Cop and the Anthem” - film 

○ “Writing Mystery Stories” 

Technology Featured 

➢ ERB Writing Program 

➢ Google Docs 

➢ IXL 

➢ Newsela 
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The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 

support student achievement for the unit. 

Interdisciplinary 

Connections: 

● Discussion, reading, and visual media about genetic modification, climate control, Einstein’s 

Theory of Relativity, and feasibility of time travel (science) 

● Lessons and discussion about Communism and Socialism (social studies) 

● Lessons about Forensics Science and types of crime scene evidence 

Integration of Technology: ● Use of appropriate IXL and Newsela assignments on literary standards and related topics 

● Use of wpponline.com writing program for drafting and revising 

● Use of Google Classroom for online discussion boards and shared Slides responses 

● Use of Google Docs for drafting and revising 

Integrated accommodations 

and modifications for special 

education students, English 

language learners, students at 

risk of school failure, gifted 

and talented students, and 

students with 504 plans; 

  

Students with IEPs, 504s, and/or Students at Risk of Failure: 

   Teacher-led guided reading groups 

   Oral and written instructions, with opportunities for restatement and monitoring of progress 

   Use of audiobooks 

   Use of low-level/high-interest books  

   Use of texts with visuals (ie, graphic novels) 

   Individual conferences with students regarding reading and writing progress and needs 

   Use of differentiated levels and SmartScore goals on IXL 

Gifted & Talented Students: 

   Assignment of higher Lexile levels on Newsela 

    Use of differentiated levels and SmartScore goals on IXL 

   Selection of more challenging independent texts 

More Challenging Writing Tasks completed with more independence 

   Use of extension activities and texts (ie, continuing with the Giver quartet) 

English Language Learners:  

● Translations of texts and assignment sheets as appropriate 

● Use of texts with visuals (ie graphic novels) 
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● Teacher-led guided reading groups 

● Individual conferences with students regarding reading progress and needs 

● Option of answering questions in first language, in bullet points, etc. as writing skills 

are developed 

● Use of differentiated levels, Spanish language assignments, and SmartScore goals on IXL 

Formative, summative, 

benchmark and alternative 

assessments 

  

● Assessment format adjusted (ie, chunking of sections, less questions or options) 

● Oral presentations reviewed and practiced with teacher 

● Alternative questions assigned, to scaffold comprehension and aid higher-order thinking and 

analysis 

● Classwide brainstorming, organizing and gathering of relevant textual evidence 

● In-class drafting with conferencing throughout the writing process 
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NJSLS – Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills 

Integration of Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills.  Evidence must include explicit citations of Standards 9.1 Personal Finance, 9.2 Career 

Awareness, Exploration, Preparation and Training, and 9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills.  The citations for each unit must include links to the standards for 

NJSLS CLKS (Career, Life, Key Skills).        

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf

 
NJSLS – Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills  (21

st
 Century Themes and Skills) 

Personal Finance Literacy 9.1 

Standard 9.1 Personal Financial Literacy: This 
standard outlines the important fiscal knowledge, 

habits, and skills that must be mastered in order for 

students to make informed decisions about 

personal finance. Financial literacy is an integral 

component of a student's college and career 

readiness, enabling students to achieve fulfilling, 

financially-secure, and successful careers 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2

020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

PAGES 22-30 

Career Awareness Exploration 

Preparedness and Training  9.2 

Career Awareness, Exploration, Preparation and 

Training. This standard outlines the importance of 

being knowledgeable about one's interests and 

talents, and being well informed about 

postsecondary and career options, career planning, 

and career requirements 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2

020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

PAGES 37-40 

Life Literacies and Key Skills  9.4 

Life Literacies and Key Skills. This standard 
outline key literacies and technical skills such as 

critical thinking, global and cultural awareness, 

and technology literacy* that are critical for 

students to develop to live and work in an 

interconnected global economy 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2

020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

PAGES 43-52 

  

The Giver 

Discussion of forms of economy around the world and in the 

novel 

9.1.8.CR.3: Relate the importance of consumer, business, 

and government responsibility to the economy and personal 

finance. 

9.1.8.PB.5: Identify factors that affect one’s goals, including 

peers, culture, location, and past experiences.  

9.1.8.EG.5: Interpret how changing economic and societal 

needs influence employment trends and future education.  

The Giver 

Evaluation of Jonas and his peers’ assignments in discussion 

and short writings 

Creation of a resume, cover letter, and/or speech identifying 

a suitable career choice and explaining the student’s 

preparation for it 

9.2.8.CAP.2: Develop a plan that includes information 

about career areas of interest 

9.2.8.CAP.9: Analyze how a variety of activities related to 

career preparation (e.g., volunteering, apprenticeships, 

structured learning experiences, dual enrollment, job 

search, scholarships) impacts postsecondary options. 

9.2.8.CAP.12: Assess personal strengths, talents, values, and 

interests to appropriate jobs and careers to maximize career 

potential. 

9.2.8.CAP.17: Prepare a sample resume and cover letter as 

part of an application process.  

When You Reach Me 

The Giver 

In-class and online discussions of the rules of the society and 

the reasons behind them 

Creation of class Slides to collaborate and share opinions 

9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the 

adoption of new ideas 

9.4.8.CT.3: Compare past problem-solving solutions to 

local, national, or global issues and analyze the factors that 

led to a positive or negative outcome. 

9.4.8.DC.7: Collaborate within a digital community to 

create a digital artifact using strategies such as 

crowdsourcing or digital surveys.  

• 9.4.8.TL.5: Compare the process and effectiveness of 

synchronous collaboration and asynchronous collaboration.  

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
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Analysis of Mrs. Sinclair’s life experience, passion, and 

strengths,  and their  influence on her volunteerism and 

career path 

9.1.8.CR.1: Compare and contrast the role of philanthropy, 

volunteer service, and charities in community development 

and the quality of life in a variety of cultures 

9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through 

strengths, passions, goals, and other personal factors 
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Unit of Study 

Essential Questions 
(Purpose of Unit of Study) 

Key Learning Objectives 
(CCSS)/(NJSLS) 

Assessment 
(How the student will demonstrate 

knowledge) 

 

Suggested Length of Study and Dates 

How does having a vast vocabulary 

improve one’s writing? 

 

What is the difference between 

denotation and connotation? 

 

How does a single word affect the tone 

of a sentence? 

 

How does one’s knowledge of word 

relationships enhance writing and 

comprehension? 

 

How can context be used to determine 

the meaning of a particular word? 

NJSLSA.L3. Apply knowledge 

of language to understand how 

language functions in different 

contexts, to make effective 

choices for meaning or style, 

and to comprehend more fully 

when reading or listening.   

NJSLSA.L4. Determine or 

clarify the meaning of 

unknown and multiple-

meaning words and phrases by 

using context clues, analyzing 

meaningful word parts, and 

consulting general and 

specialized reference materials, 

as appropriate. 

NJSLSA.L5. Demonstrate 

understanding of word 

relationships and nuances in 

word meanings. 

NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use 

accurately a range of general 

academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases sufficient 

for reading, writing, speaking, 

and listening at the college and 

career readiness level; 

demonstrate independence in 

gathering vocabulary 

knowledge when encountering 

an unknown term important to 

 

● Book exercises 

● On-line activities 

● Formal Assessments 

● Sentencing 

● Writing Tasks 

 

Bi-weekly 
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comprehension or expression. 

NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words 

and phrases as they are used in 

a text, including determining 

technical, connotative, and 

figurative meanings, and 

analyze how specific word 

choices shape meaning or tone. 
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Stage 1 Desired Results 

ESTABLISHED 

GOALS 

     

L.8.3-6 

RL.8.4 

RI.8.4 

 

 

 

 

 

              

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to…                                          

● Communicate more effectively 

● Comprehend higher level texts 

Meaning 

UNDERSTANDINGS                                              

  

Students will understand that… 

 

● Word choice is purposeful and intentional, 

not accidental 

● Words have both meaning and mood  

● Tone is developed throughout a piece by 

the author’s word choice 

● The dominant impression an author 

conveys is communicated through 

individual words and their relationships 

● Words within a sentence work together 

cohesively to create meaning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Essential Questions 

 

 

How does having a vast vocabulary improve one’s writing? 

 

What is the difference between denotation and connotation? 

 

How does a single word affect the tone of a sentence? 

 

How does one’s knowledge of word relationships enhance writing and 

comprehension? 

 

How can context be used to determine the meaning of a particular word? 
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Acquisition 

Students will know… 

● The difference between connotation 

vs. denotation 

● The different parts of speech and how 

they fit into sentence structure 

● Root words and related words 

● The definitions and pronunciation of 

new, grade-level vocabulary 

● How to use prefixes and suffixes to 

determine meaning and part of speech 

                                         

Students will be skilled at…                 

● Recognizing a word’s connotation 

● Distinguishing between the different parts of speech 

● Using word knowledge to determine the meaning of new words 

● Integrating newly acquired vocabulary into writing tasks 

Stage 2 - Evidence 

Evaluative 

Criteria 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative 

Assessments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summative 

Assessments 

PERFORMANCE TASK(S):                                                                                                              

Choosing the Right Word exercises 

Synonym and Antonym exercises 

Completing the Sentence exercises 

Vocabulary in Context exercises 

Crossword Puzzles 

Vocabopoly 

Vocabulary Bingo 

Picture This Activity 

Charades 

On-line Games 

Original Sentencing 

Vocabulary Integration into Writing Tasks 

OTHER EVIDENCE: 

Unit Quizzes 

Unit Tests 
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Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction 

Resources:             

            Sadlier Vocabulary Workshop Level C 

 

            Sadlier Connect Website 

 

            IXL 

       

            Quizlet 

 

            Nearpod 
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The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 

support student achievement for the unit. 

Interdisciplinary 

Connections: 

Reading passages related to social studies, science, history 

             Recognition of vocabulary words in other texts 

             Application of root word knowledge in other disciplines 

Integration of Technology: Sadlier Connect Website 

IXL 

Nearpod 

Integrated accommodations 

and modifications for special 

education students, English 

language learners, students at 

risk of school failure, gifted 

and talented students, and 

students with 504 plans; 

  

Shortened Units  

Differentiated Assessments  

Class-wide Completion of Challenging Exercises 

Kinesthetic Activity and Visualization to teach/learn words 

Differentiated Introductory Reading Passages 

Formative, summative, 

benchmark and alternative 

assessments 

  

Pretest 

Post-test 

Vocabulary exercises in book and online 

Weekly Unit Quizzes 

Comprehensive Unit Tests 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Hanover Township Public Schools 

_Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade: Grade 8   Unit of Study: Vocabulary Development                     

 

 

NJSLS – Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills 

Integration of Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills.  Evidence must include explicit citations of Standards 9.1 Personal Finance, 9.2 Career 

Awareness, Exploration, Preparation and Training, and 9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills.  The citations for each unit must include links to the standards for 

NJSLS CLKS (Career, Life, Key Skills).        

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf

 
NJSLS – Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills  (21

st
 Century Themes and Skills) 

Personal Finance Literacy 9.1 

Standard 9.1 Personal Financial Literacy: This 

standard outlines the important fiscal knowledge, 

habits, and skills that must be mastered in order for 
students to make informed decisions about 

personal finance. Financial literacy is an integral 

component of a student's college and career 

readiness, enabling students to achieve fulfilling, 

financially-secure, and successful careers 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2

020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

PAGES 22-30 

Career Awareness Exploration 

Preparedness and Training  9.2 

Career Awareness, Exploration, Preparation and 

Training. This standard outlines the importance of 

being knowledgeable about one's interests and 

talents, and being well informed about 

postsecondary and career options, career planning, 

and career requirements 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2

020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

PAGES 37-40 

Life Literacies and Key Skills  9.4 

Life Literacies and Key Skills. This standard 

outline key literacies and technical skills such as 

critical thinking, global and cultural awareness, 
and technology literacy* that are critical for 

students to develop to live and work in an 

interconnected global economy 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2

020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

PAGES 43-52 

  

Discussion of the  persuasive power of vocabulary 

 

Core Idea: Marketing techniques are designed to encourage 

individuals to purchase items they may not need or want. 

 

9.1.8.FP.6: Compare and contrast advertising messages to 

understand what they are trying to accomplish.  

• 9.1.8.FP.7: Identify the techniques and effects of deceptive 

advertising 

 

Discussion of the expectations for appropriate and 

professional communication in the workplace 

 

Core Idea: Communication skills and responsible behavior 

in addition to education, experience, certifications, and 

skills are all factors that affect employment and income. 

9.2.8.CAP.15:Present how the demand for certain skills, the 

job market, and credentials can determine an individual’s 

earning power. 

Collaborative Creation of Digital Resources to learn 

and peer-teach vocabulary (online Picture It activity; 

Google Slides, etc.) 

 

Core Idea: Digital communities are used by 

individuals to share information, organize, and 

engage around issues and topics of interest. 

 9.4.8.DC.7: Collaborate within a digital community 

to create a digital artifact using strategies such as 

crowdsourcing or digital surveys.  
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